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THE CONQUEST
WILLIAM I (SURNAMED THE CONQUEROR)
Nature of the Middle Ages. The Middle Ages were
the settlement and restoration of Europe after the Dark Ages.
Christendom, being now free from the danger of destruction
from outside, recovered, began to develop new institutions,
and to revive or newly invigorate old ones such as guilds and
town constitutions.
It was a period of high activity, political and artistic, and of
intense thought, and philosophy in the summit of the Middle
Ages reached its highest level; many, therefore, regard its
central century, the thirteenth (1201-1300), as the greatest in
history. Unlike the Dark Ages, which could not be con-
structive because all their energies were occupied in preserving
what they had, the Middle Ages have left us memorials on all
sides—their great castles, their great cathedrals, the walls of
their towns, their literature, etc. It was in the Middle Ages
that the nations which now make up Europe began to develop
as separate things in the unity of Christendom; the universities
also arose then, the assemblies called Parliaments, and the
popular languages which ultimately settled into what we now
call French, English, Spanish, Italian, etc., though Latin was
all the time the main language of all public transactions and
documents, of law, all kinds of learning and teaching, and, of
course, of the services of the Church in the West, English
was the last vernacular language to appear, because it could
not be formed until the upper classes had ceased to be French-
speaking. The various German and Slav dialects arose long
before the Middle Ages; their roots extend beyond the be-
ginning of history. In the East of Christendom Greek took the
place of Latin for religious liturgy and for letters; but the
East of Christendom, having its capital at Constantinople, had
been partly cut off by the moving downward of barbarians
into the Balkans, and its former territories in Egypt, Syria, and
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